
MAINLAND
• Pharmacy owners.......................................................................................................................25 518
• Assistant pharmacists and pharmacy managers .........................................27 014
• Employed community pharmacists .........................................................................23 977
• Interim employed community pharmacists ..................................................... 2 700
• Replacements for pharmacists owners  ......................................................................100
• Managers after death of the owner ...................................................................................29
• Employees of cooperative pharmacies  ........................................................................84
• Pharmacy managers in mining cooperative pharmacies  ..............................45
• Pharmacists employed in mining cooperative pharmacies ........................ 53
• Pharmacists managers of mining pharmacies ..........................................................26
 

OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS AND COMMUNITIES
• Pharmacists working in community pharmacies .............................................1 431
Of which : 689 pharmacists owners / 742 employed community 
pharmacists

TOTAL :  53 963

PHARMACIES : 21 149 
Of which :
• MAIN LAND PHARMACIES: 20 534
• OVERSEAS PHARMACIES: 615

MAINLAND
• Pharmacists biologists, private sector : ...................................................................3 726
• Pharmacists biologists, public sector ......................................................................2 640
• Pharmacists biologists, other structures ....................................................................492

Total Mainland France : 6 858

OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS AND COMMUNITIES
• Overseas pharmacists biologists : ...................................................................................205
Of which : 689 main members / 742 assistants

TOTAL :  7 063

MAINLAND
• Chief Pharmaceutical Officers .............................................................................................189
• Interim Chief Pharmaceutical Officers ..........................................................................176
• Deputy Chief Pharmaceutical Officers ........................................................................468
• Delegated pharmacists ...............................................................................................................323
• Interim delegated pharmacists ............................................................................................ 26
   
 Total for Mainland France : 1 182

OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS AND COMMUNITIES
• Overseas wholesale pharmacists  :  ....................................................................................56

TOTAL :  1 238

MAINLAND
• Pharmacists in public hospitals & healthcare centres...............................4 717
Of which :
- Hospital practitioners .............................................................................................................2 380
-  Assistants practitioners ..............................................................................................................958 
  (full-time specialist and generalists)
- Attached practitioners .................................................................................................................471
- Contract practitioners (full and part-time) : ............................................................ 751
- Territorial pharmacists .................................................................................................................... 15
- Radio-pharmacists ........................................................................................................................... 142
• Pharmacists in private hospitals & healthcare centres ..............................2 317
Of which :
- Pharmacy managers (full-time) ............................................................................................612
- Pharmacy managers (part-time) ..........................................................................................7 15
- Pharmacy pharmacists (full-time) ....................................................................................493
- Assistants pharmacists (part-time) ..................................................................................497
• Pharmacists engaged in various activities* ................................................................178
Of which :
- Pharmacists in charge of labile blood products ...................................................36
- Pharmacists family planning centres ................................................................................ 27
- Pharmacists hygienists ...................................................................................................................36
- Pharmacists drug treatment centres ................................................................................ 53
- Other functions ....................................................................................................................................26
 
Total for Mainland France** : 7 517

OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS AND COMMUNITIES
• Pharmacists in overseas hospitals and healthcare centres : ...................................202

TOTAL FRANCE :  7 719
Number of hospital pharmacies in the private sector : 1 318 
Number of hospital pharmacies in the public sector : 1 010
* Non-exhaustive list of functions
** including pharmacists working in the fire and rescue servicesMAINLAND

• Chief Pharmaceutical Officers ............................................................................................454
• Interim Chief Pharmaceutical Officers .........................................................................352
• Deputy Chief Pharmaceutical Officers ...................................................................3 080
• Delegated pharmacists ................................................................................................................ 181
• Interim delegated pharmacists .............................................................................................44
 
Total for Mainland France : 4 111

OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS AND COMMUNITIES
• Overseas industry pharmacists   :  ..........................................................................................3

TOTAL :  4 114

• Pharmacists responsible for dispensing gases for medical use ............621
• Health insurance consulting pharmacists ................................................................ 202
• Pharmacists attached to mobile care teams ............................................................67
• Pharmacists working in other functions.........................................................................62

TOTAL :  952

COMMUNITY PHARMACY
(SECTIONS A/D/E)

CLINICAL BIOLOGY  
(SECTIONS G/E)

PHARMACEUTICAL WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTION AND EXPORT 
(SECTIONS C/E)

HOSPITALS & HEALTHCARE  
CENTRES  
(SECTIONS H/E – HOSPITAL PHARMACIES AND SIMILAR)

PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY  
(SECTIONS B/E)

OTHER PHARMACEUTICAL 
ACTIVITIES (SECTION D)
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SUMMARY OF DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

Number of male 
pharmacists by main 
section (individuals)  

in 2020

Number of women 
pharmacists by main 
section (individuals)  

in 2020

Number of  
pharmacists by main 
section (individuals)  

in 2020

Development 
since 2019

Number of registered 
pharmacists by main 

section in 2020 
(registrations)

Develop-
ment since 

2019

 % Men  % Women Share Share

Section A 11 397 45% 14 121 55% 25 518 34,6% 2.6% 25 518 34,0% -1.3%

Section B 1 448 36% 2 573 64% 4 021 5,4% -1.7% 4 111 5,5% 2.4%

Section C 322 47% 365 53% 687 0,9% -0.8% 1 182 1,6% -6.5%

Section D 5 410 20% 22 239 80% 27 649 37,4% 1.6% 27 966 37,3% -0.9%

Section E 805 42% 1 092 58% 1 897 2,6% -1.8% 1 897 2,5% 1.6%

Section G 2 743 40% 4 108 60% 6 851 9,3% 2.5% 6 858 9,1% -1.8%

Section H 1 844 26% 5 363 74% 7 207 9,8% -0,5% 7 517 10,0% 2.1%

TOTAL 23 969 32% 49 861 68% 73830 100% -0,5% 75 049 100% -0.7%

  

ON JANUARY 1ST, 2021

BASIC INFORMATION REGISTRATIONS BY AGE GROUP 2020-2015-2010

DISTRIBUTION OF PHARMACIST BY SECTION (INDIVIDUALS) AGE AND GENDER DISTRIBUTION
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KEY TRENDS FOR PHARMACISTS  
DEMOGRAPHY IN 2020
On january 1st 2021, there were 73,830 pharmacists (-0.5% compared to last 
year). This number has decreased by 0.9% over the last ten years.
The average age of pharmacists has continued to rise very slowly over the 
past 10 years, from 46.2 years in 2010 to 46.8 years in 2020.
While only 10.5% of pharmacists were 60 years or older in 2010, they were 
18.4% in 2020. The change in the retirement age can partly explain this 
development. However, the population is changing. The number of 
pharmacists under 35 years old is increasing, and this may help to offset the 
increase - due to longer careers - the number of pharmacists close to 
retirement.
The highest average ages concern pharmacists owners (50.1 years) and 
medical biologists (49.7 years). Pharmacists in sections B and D are the 
youngest (42 and 44.3 years respectively).
The population of pharmacists is mostly female (68%), especially in sections 
D and H (80% and 74% respectively).

Pharmacy owners (section A)
The number of registrations in 
section A continues to fall in 2020 
(-1.3%), in relation with the 
reduction in the number of 
pharmacies in France as a result of 
the pharmacy network 
restructuring, for which there is a 
trend towards consolidation of 
pharmacies.

Pharmaceutical Industry  
(section B)
The number of pharmacists in the 
industry continues to grow (+2.4% 
compared to last year).

Pharmaceutical wholesale 
distribution (section C)
The number of establishments 
continues to decline (523 
establishments in 2020, a decrease 
of 1.3%), as does the number of 
companies (225 companies in 2020 
compared to 228 in 2019, so a 
decrease of 1.3%). As a result, the 
number of pharmacists also 
declines (-6.5% compared to 2019).

Employed Community Pharmacists 
and pharmacists practising other 
activities (section D)
After increasing in 2019 (+1.8% 
between 2018 and 2019), the number 
of pharmacists in section D remains 
stable in 2020 (-0.9%).

French Overseas pharmacists 
(section E)
The number of French overseas 
pharmacists continues to rise in 
2020 (+1.6%, as in 2019).

Clinical biology pharmacists 
(section G)
The decline in the number of 
employees continues (-1.8% in 
2020 compared to 2019). The 
number of sites increases (4,746 
sites, i.e., an increase of +2.5%).

Hospital pharmacists (section H)
The workforce continues to 
increase (+2.1% in 2020), while the 
number of PIU (Pharmacies for 
Internal Use) decreases (-1.8%), both 
in the public (-1.4%) and private 
(-2.1%) sector.

TRENDS BY SECTION IN 2020 :


